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weapons. Jouskeha had the horns of a Stag; Zawis-
caron, who contented himself with some fruits of the
wild rosebush, was persuaded that, as soon as he had
struck his brother, he would fall dead at his feet.
But it happened quite differently from what he had
expected; and Jouskeha, on the contrary, struck him
so rude a blow in the side, that the blood came forth
abundantly. This poor wretch immediately fled;
and from his blood, with which the land was
sprinkled, certain stones sprang up, like those we
employ in France to fire a gun,— which the Savages
call even to-day Zawszscara, from the name of this un-
fortunate. His brother pursued him, and finished
him. This is what the greater part believe concern-
ing the origin of these Nations.

[9o] There are some who do not soar so high, and
are not so ambitious as to believe that they derive
their origin from Heaven. They say that, in the be-
ginning of the world, the land was quite covered
with water, with the exception of a little Island on
which was the sole hope of the human race,—to wit,
a single man, whose sole companions were a Fox and
a little animal like a Marten, which they call Zsou-
hendaia. The man, not knowing what to do, seeing
himself cut off in so narrow a range of country, asked
the Fox to plunge into the water, to see if there were
any bottom to it; but he had no sooner wet his paws
than he drew back, fearing that this experience would
cost him his life. Whereupon the man became in-
dignant; ‘‘ Zessandion, thou hast no sense,” he said to
him, and kicked him into the water, where he drank
a little more than his fill. However he did not de-
sist from his design, and so encouraged the little ani-
mal that was now his sole companion, that it finally



